ABSTRACT: From the soil samples at Seonginbong in Ulleung Island, Gyeongbuk, Korea, Punctoribates hexagonus Berlese, 1908 is found for the first time in Korea. A diagnostic description of this species with detailed illustration and data on its geographical distribution are presented.
The oribatid mites (Acari: Oribatida) are associated with organic matter in most terrestrial ecosystem. They are one of the most numerically dominant arthropod groups in the organic horizons of most soils (Behan-Pelletier, 1999) . Punctoribates Berlese, 1908 is a small genus in the family Mycobatidae, having 26 known species distributed worldwide (Bayartogtokh et al., 2000) . Adults are small ball-shaped. They are mostly live in the leaf litter and upper soil horizon in terrestrial ecosystem (Rajski, 1968; Seniczak et al., 2006) . However, some of them, such as Punctoribates sellnicki Willmann, 1928 live in wet habitats, including Sphagnum and other mosses at the edge of lakes (Seniczak and Seniczak, 2008) .
Two species of Punctoribates, P. punctum C. L. Koch, 1839 and P. insignis Berlese, 1910 have been recorded so far in Korea. The first species, P. punctum is mostly found in litter and soil of forest (Jung et al., 1998; Park et al., 1998; Lee et al., 2000) , but the second species, P. insignis (=Puntctoribates manzanoensis Hammer, 1958) was reported from rice paddy field (Choi, 1995) .
We found the third species of Punctoribates collected from litter and soil in Seonginbong, Ulleung Island, Korea (Fig. 1) .
In this work we present a taxonomic diagnosis of the genus and species, and morphological characteristics with detailed illustration. 
Materials and methods
The specimens were collected from of Seonginbong (37° 30′ 11.73″N, 130° 51′ 58.15″E; 700m elevation) Ulleung Island, Korea in August 2008 (Fig. 1) . The site was mostly covered with trees of Taxus cuspidate Siebold et Zuccarini, Tsuga sieboldii Carriere, Acer mono var. savatieri Nakai. Oribatid mites were extracted by using a modified Berlese-Tullgren funnel for 72 hr with 30 watt bulb (Kim and Jung, 2008; Jung et al., 2010; Kim et al., 2010; Kim et al., 2011) . The extracted mites were mounted on the slides using PVA mounting medium (Downs, 1943 ; BioQuip, Rancho Dominiquez, CA, USA). The terminology and measurements used in this paper is based on Weigmann (2006) , Seniczak and Seniczak (2008) , and Bayartogtokh (2010). Remarks. This species can be distinguished from P. insignis by the smaller size of anterior notogastral tectum and translamella covering prodorsum. It prefers salty soils (Rajski, 1968; Seniczak et al., 1985; Weigmann, 2006) , and seemed to be related to the moist habitats (Seniczak and Seniczak, 2008) . It also occurs in meadows (Bielska and Paszewska, 1995) . (Berlese, 1910) 
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